
A Message to the Spring Gathering of College Park Quarterly Meeting
At Ben Lomond Quaker Center, May 14, 2016
 
Hello Friends:  
 
I’m writing as the Convener of the Naming Committee, for 2015-2016, which also includes Rachel Findley (Strawberry CreeK Meeting) and Hilary Ellis Lavigne (Grass Valley Friends Meeting).  We’ve met multiple times over the past year for the purpose of presenting you with potentiall new members of College Park Quarterly Nominating Committee.  
 
Nominating Committee’s work is challenging:  each year, its members must be knowledgeable and patient enough to discern the various spiritual gifts among Quarterly Meeting attenders.  Nominating Committee must select new candidates for officers and committee members based on their particular gifts.   It must also contact current officers and committee members, thank them for their service to date and ascertain whether or not they’d be willing to continue to serve out their terms.
 
Having spent four years on Nominating Committee, I’ve developed respect for the way in which the group uses Quaker Process in its discernment.  It mines the gifts among Friends to ensure that officers and committees function competently.  I would   recommend that any Friend desiring to be mentored in the effective use of Quaker Practice among a group of seasoned Friends, offer to serve on Nominating Committee.  She or he would discover that, rather than merely filling empty spaces on a Slate of Officers and Committees, Nominating Committee takes time to honor the gifts individuals bring to the Quarter, and also to explore with those Friends any circumstances that might prevent them from serving the Quarter.
 
Members of Nominating and Naming Committees have to directly ask people to serve the Quarter.  Certainly, they receive a lot of rejections.   The current year was no exception:  we asked some 40 Friends from College Park Quarterly to serve on Nominating Committee, and got 40 “no thank yous” in response.   The most common reasons included:  1.  because the person didn’t attend  Quarterly any more or had never attended before;  2.  because the person had other Friends commitments in their Monthly Meeting and/or Yearly Meeting;   3.  Personal circumstances did not allow the person time for any more Quaker service work.   Some responders did mention that they would be able to consider service after a year or two.  In fact, the only person whose name we brought forward this year for Nominating Committee was one who sought us out and offered to serve – that is, they found us.
 
And so, as Nominating Committee has four strong members and is still two members short, the Clerk will ask you at the Gathering if there are any present that feel led to serve on that Committee.   To you I’d say, THANK YOU for considering taking this step.  If it is your first time to serve the Quarter (as it was mine when I started on Nominating in 2011) know that you will be guided by capable, seasoned Friends, and in the process you will get to know a lot more Friends than you do now.   All the officers and committees of College Park Quarterly Meeting make a vital contribution to its life.   Nominating Committee makes an especially important contribution by finding those Friends whose gifts make them capable leaders in their positions.
 
I encourage you to speak with any of the members of Nominating Committee present at the Gathering:  Karen Morgan (Redwood Forest Meeting);  Jan Turner (Humboldt Meeting);  Marilee Eusebio (Davis Meeting);  and Bob Runyan (Chico Meeting and Quaker Center Co- Director).
 
To those of you who will be part of next year’s Naming Committee, I will be happy to offer you a list of the contacts that we made this year.  I thank you in advance for your participation.
 
Yours in Spirit,
 
Jeff Richman  (LiveOak Friends Meeting, Salinas CA)
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