LIVE OAK FRIENDS MEETING  (LOFM)
2014 STATE OF THE MEETING REPORT
 
2014 marks Live Oak’s 5th year as a Monthly Meeting.  During these years, we have grown in the Spirit, deepening our worship together.  We have tried to be faithful listeners, waiting to hear God’s voice speaking through us.
After a discernment process that continued for several years, we reached unity in the matter of taking the Worship Group at Soledad State Prison (CTF) under our care.  We are grateful to each other for having adhered to Quaker process and thankful for the wisdom and patience of our clerks, who guided us through it.  Currently there are 2 to 5 Live Oak Friends who worship and participate in worship sharing discussions, with 5 to 10 inmates, twice monthly.  All involved have expressed their appreciation for the depth of connection with the Spirit and each other, and for the quality of the silence.  Business meetings are held as needed, with the stated intent of learning to make corporate decisions “in the manner of Friends”.
 
As a small meeting, we have practiced simplicity in the area of committees.  For years, we functioned as a “committee of the whole”.  Gradually we have added committees as needed:  First Day School, Benevolence, Ministry and Oversight, Finance, and Soledad Worship Group.  We’ve seen many in our small group provide service and leadership through clerking and committee work.  Live Oak Friends also serve on Committees of CPQM and PYM.

And we are very pleased that our membership has grown within the past year. After reaching unity in granting membership in LOFM to an inmate -- a faithful attender of the worship group – who had applied for membership 2 years ago.  In December, we welcomed at our Meeting for Worship a former worship group participant who had just been released from prison.  He now lives in a Veterans’ Transitional Housing complex in nearby Marina. We anticipate that we may gain several more attenders of Soledad Worship Group, upon their release from prison.
 
We’ve also welcomed one of our long-time attenders into membership; 
she has enthusiastically led retreats for the Alternatives to Violence Project  (AVP), both in the prison and in the community, and she has been very active in the life of Live Oak Meeting.   Currently, we’re seasoning the request of another attender to have her membership transferred to Live Oak.   We celebrate these additions to our Meeting.   We still long to attract families with young children.  We welcome those times when we are joined by one of our members and her two elementary school aged boys.
On Easter Sunday 2014 we were visited during First Day School by a couple with a daughter of nineteen months, from Southern California Quarterly Meeting.  A mutual Friend referred them to us after they’d moved to Salinas:  they visited our Facebook page to find our address and meeting times.
We continue to meet twice monthly in Salinas at Oasis Charter School.    Most of us gather for First Day School prior to Meeting for Worship.  We’ve begun study and reflection of Listening Spirituality, Volume Two, by Patricia Loring, focusing so far on the corporate nature of our spirituality.  The sharing that occurs during the religious study hour enriches and deepens our communal experience of worship.  
Meeting for Potluck and Swimming, as well as worship, takes place once a year at the home of a family who is rarely able to join us in Salinas.
 
In February, we hosted Mary Klein, editor of Western Friend magazine, who spoke at a joint gathering of Live Oak and Monterey Friends.
 
In March, about a dozen Friends attended a Saturday workshop on “Aging as An Adventure” led by Claire Gorfinkel.  Friends who attended reported a recurring theme that people like to be asked for help.  We feel that in our Meeting we are good at giving and receiving help.
 
We are aware of the need for in-reach as well as outreach.   Our in-reach mostly takes the form of First Day School and Meeting for Worship, as well as monthly men’s and women’s groups.  We continue to express our social concerns through ongoing activities such as providing a meal and music to homeless women once a month, supporting those who are taking Alternatives to Violence into the community and local prisons, and making regular donations to local and international service organizations.   We are always mindful of having our outreach grow out of our inner life.  We are grateful for the blessings our Meeting brings to our lives.
