State of the Meeting Report, April 2021, from Friends House Worship Group

Where we used to have two dozen, there were only eight or nine present when we started to brain-storm about the State of our Worship Group at Friends House on April 25. Someone called out, “Praise the Lord, the great storm is over!”  Well, almost. 

The Covid pandemic certainly affected the physical participation of many of our group.  Even now we are not allowed to have off-campus participants.  However, people have worshiped alone or in twos or threes, at home, on a communal patio, and, in this last month, once again inside the Library. Some of us have joined Redwood Forest worshippers by Zoom. Always the spirit of the Meeting was felt to be alive and important to many of us. 

We do not have much vocal ministry and would appreciate more but realize that authenticity is more important than spoken words. Sometimes after-thoughts are expressed which are nourishing.  We share our fervent fears and prayers for our world.  We approach one another “with a humble heart.”  Being “held in the Light” can convey real strength and hope to a suffering person.

Our Worship Group is attended by a number of FH residents who are not Quakers, but who are nourished by the respite from busyness offered by our silent gathering each Sunday.  We welcome their presence. In the past two years, three of our residents became new members of the Religious Society of Friends. Two of them are in their nineties, gratified finally and formally to be counted among us.

