2020 State of the Meeting Report , Humboldt Friends Meeting 
Humboldt Friends Meeting met, as usual, at our Seekers hour in February 2021, for a worship sharing on the state of our meeting for 2020.  What was not usual this year was the setting, which included a gallery of faces appearing electronically on computer screens, sharing the endeavor of listening and sharing deeply, while also trying to remember to mute and unmute ourselves.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]We considered queries of what has nourished our spiritual growth this year, as well as what may have hindered it.  The responses to our past year of forced Zoom meetings varied.  Many Friends noted advantages.  At least one Friend expressed feeling more connected than before. Friends voiced appreciation for the two distant Friends who now regularly attend worship and Seekers (our weekly adult religious education hour) purely because of Zoom, and also for occasional virtual visits from other distant Friends, Some local Friends shared that they find virtual meetings easier to attend regularly than in-person meetings. Without the time needed for travel, more of us have been able to attend Quarterly meetings, annual session, and other gatherings. We have even saved fuel and made a smaller carbon footprint, with less local and regional travel. Several pets have informally introduced themselves. We realize that we want to keep some of these advantages and, when we get to meet again in person, to find a way to include our distant Friends .
There were disadvantages, too. Some Friends expressed that they “didn’t take to” Zoom meetings at all, finding especially that worship needs are not met in this way; so we did temporarily lose the attendance of some of our local friends--and we miss them.  Others attend anyway, but are clear that the spiritual connection can be elusive, and it is harder to focus, with distractions more tempting when meeting remotely. We certainly miss hugs, potlucks and other social gatherings. Several Friends have worked out a COVID-safe outdoor meeting.
Overall, we are celebrating our resilience. Friends remarked that our “core is alive”, that we are still “holding and healing” weekly in Quakerly community.  Our Seekers program has not faltered, and is a continuing source of growth and connection. Two of the analogies offered for our current state are that we have exemplified “the Little Engine That Could”, and that in growing together, we have added “another twig to our nest”.
At the same time that we were adjusting to our new meeting arrangements, we came face-to-face with the crisis of racial inequality in our country.  We recognized that it was past time to educate ourselves and delve into a deeper understanding and figure out how to act to support meaningful change. We have had several Seekers on questions of racial inequality, and are learning more through books we are reading together and individually. Some Friends also belong to the local NAACP, attending their book groups and bringing a helpful perspective. Because we want this issue to stay solidly before us, we now have an ongoing agenda item at Meeting for Business, which is a 10-minute worship sharing of queries related to our exploration of what we are learning and doing about racism in our society.
We have grieved losses this year. Our friend and attender Bob Berman passed in one of our county’s earliest COVID-19 deaths; wildfires destroyed great deal of wildlife and forest in our region and state, and Quaker properties in the wider Quaker fellowship were burned. One family in our meeting was evacuated, but remained unharmed. We are aware of the threat to all in our planet’s climate disruption, especially climate injustice, as well as the sadness of the divisions in our country.  We continue to examine our role in mitigating or healing these issues. 
A misunderstanding in our Meeting arose recently. As we deal with this, we see an opportunity to strengthen our understanding of Quaker process, and to learn to wait expectantly and in faith for Light revealed.
We are grateful for our Friend who faithfully sends out our Zoom meeting invitations to HFM events. We appreciate the HFM members who serve as clerks of three PYM committees—which strengthens our connection to PYM. Most of all, we are grateful for each and every Friend, for the gifts of growing, sharing, healing and seeking Truth together.


