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PURPOSE: The Purpose of the State of the Meeting Report is to assess the monthly meeting’s spiritual condition and needs

This year has been the year of Covid-19. On March 11, 2020, The World Health Organization declared Covid-19 a global pandemic. On March 15, California became the first state in the US to order all state residents to stay home with the exception of persons holding essential jobs and shopping for essential needs. In March, NFM began our year of NOT meeting in person. 

Through phone calls and emails, we contacted everyone on our mailing list, did a casual “welfare check”,  encouraged people to meet in small groups, outdoors, wearing masks, or to sit in silence in their own homes on Sunday mornings at our regularly scheduled meeting time of 10 am.  We have used a weekly email to  invite us all to worship together even though we are geographically apart, to link our afterthoughts and to share individual announcements. We introduced ZOOM as an option for persons who felt comfortable using technology to share afterthoughts beginning in January 2021 while we continued not meeting in person. We had one outdoor meeting with masks and sitting socially distanced at Voices, but opted not to continue meeting in person because there remained much that was not known of Covid-19 transmission at that time.

Four people who were interested in finding a new spiritual home in the midst of the stay-at-home time were able to connect with NFM through Quaker Find. Two of these four persons regularly participate in Zoom/email followup to meetings at this time. We welcome them with great joy. We contacted each person on our mailing list to confirm their continued desire to remain a part of our Meeting. Our list now has 19 persons. Although she had not participated in Meeting activities for better than 4 years, we feel the loss of a  founding member of NFM who  passed away this year (March 2021).

Although we have not had any in-person gatherings since March 2020, we did have in-person Seekers sessions in January and February 2020, and have had on-line Zoom seekers sessions twice since the stay-at-home order. We continue to participate in the greater Napa community of faith through Zoom gatherings: Napa Interfaith Council, Martin Luther King Day Zoom presentation, Black History Month Presentation, Pacific Yearly Meeting and College Park Quarterly Meeting  as well as various special interest groups that appeal to individuals such as Moms Demand Action (reduce gun Violence), English tutoring of immigrants, food bank volunteer, immigration reform, political postcard writing to get out the vote and minimize voter suppression. These individual actions represent both our Meeting’s values and those of Quaker life in general. It saddened us to have the monthly Peace Vigil (which we co-sponsored) stop this past year due to the Pandemic. 

Our leadership roles this year have been consistent, with all clerk positions filled again by the same persons. A challenge is to have leadership roles pass to others.

Our financial health remains strong.  We have been able to make contributions to charitable organizations that support our Napa community such as Clinic Ole, the Food Bank, and Voices—LGBTQ as well as the greater Quaker community  such as AFSC,  FCNL, FCL-CA, Western Friends, and Ben Lomond Quaker Center. 

NFM’s  challenges, as a relatively small Meeting, have been magnified throughout this pandemic year. Faith has stepped to the forefront, reminding us that  physical proximity does not determine spiritual closeness. The challenge remains to learn how our community has fared during this time apart.  We wonder if our community once again will be as robust as we reported in last year’s State of the Meeting report.  In a counter-intuitive way, it feels that our faith has deepened and the importance of our community has become more profound.  We will find out when we reconvene in person within the next month at Voices, the non-profit that has continued to be our home. How joyful that reunion will be.  

Final thoughts: despite a year filled with physical limitations and uncertainties of  Covid-19 and the political chaos in the US, the life of our Meeting has been able to continue, to look inward, to listen for and to that of God within us, and practice gratitude with hope. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paulette Litz, Clerk, Napa Friends Meeting. 

