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“We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.”
-Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.

We have spent the year cocooned at home, in the face of the Covid-19 Pandemic.  Apple Seed Monthly Meeting has gratefully come thru the year, more or less intact as a community.  We stopped in person gatherings in March of 2020, uncertain when we would be able to see one another again, with any safety.  However, in crisis there is also opportunity and in April, we moved to virtual Meetings for Worship via Zoom.  The Western Friend extended us the use of their Zoom account, as they have done for many Meetings across the Western United States.  It proved a viable venue for most, though not all of us, and in July our Meeting purchased a Zoom account of our own.  Several of our members and attenders have failed to jump the digital divide, some by choice, others by circumstances.  Access to the internet is not universal, nor is comfort in using it, even in an affluent society such as the United States.  

Just as the Western Friend extended us a virtual space to meet in, we have decided to pay that debt forward, and have extended our account to others, lending it monthly to an LGBTQ+ Worship Fellowship within the Yearly Meeting.

This new virtual landscape has given us opportunities to enjoy as well as landmines to navigate.   Individual members with more computer savvy have stepped forward to help Friends with less.  As a community we realized we must pay attention to one another & reach out where needed, to maintain the ties that bind us to one another, both for Friends who have not jumped the digital divide, and to assist those that wish to.  We purchased a computer last year to get one of our members online with us. 

We discovered several Friends had dropped away from our Meeting, prior to the pandemic due to mobility/disability issues the Meeting had not recognized. Though those Friends were local, their disabilities still proved a barrier for them to participate in the life of our community.  So too was distance for Friends who had moved from our county, but the advent of our virtual Meeting for worship has allowed many to rejoin us in our virtual space.  We are regularly visited by Members and Attenders that now live in Maryland, Florida, and Hawaii; a Friend who moved to Southern California over a decade ago now serves on our Ministry and Care Committee.  The Pandemic has allowed for intervisitation; we are regularly visited by Friends from afar, most of whom we have only met since we went online. Three who worship with us frequently from southern California, jokingly refer to themselves as “Apple Seed South”.  The return of Friends from far away, as well as the physical barriers Friends with disability struggle with, is leading us to move forward with a trial of hybrid Meetings for Worship, once we emerge from this Pandemic.  Unfortunately, in order to begin hybrid Meetings, we are faced with finding a new location for us to meet, as our previous venue is no longer able to host us nor any other group.

We have continued our regular practice of Quaker 8s, gathering in Friends’ homes over dinner for discussion and fellowship, doing this on average monthly.  However, we now do this over Zoom and breaking bread together is virtual, at least for now.  What we have also noticed is that with Zoom, we no longer have to figure in travel times from varied parts of our county, and as a result we are gathering both with less foreplaning and more frequency.  Recently, we streamed two documentaries over three successive Thursday evenings, 400 Years of the Black Church & Driving While Black: Race, Space & Mobility in America, with time for discussion after each of the episodes.  We have opened these sessions to Friends from other Meetings, and individuals from Redwood Forest, Lake County, Humboldt, La Jolla and Mexico City have joined us.  We have also started unprogrammed Fellowship time midday on Wednesdays and Saturdays, the Kwaker Kaffeklasch, a long-time attender serving as the Zoom host for those sessions.  Continuing issues of social inequity remain a grave national concern.  We ask what role Friends as a community and as individuals may play going forward.  We plan to discuss articles on the subject of reparations, in our next two Quaker 8s.

Lastly, as we see the end of this pandemic on the horizon, we need to plan for a memorial for one of our founding members who passed from this plane of existence at Christmastime.  Her family requested delay of a memorial until it was safe for all to gather again, able to celebrate gift of her life together.
