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State of the Meeting 2021
Greetings from the Mendocino Friends Meeting in Caspar, California.
2020 brought both challenges and joys to the Mendocino Friends Meeting. At the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, we ceased our monthly in-person meetings as the country went on lock-down. Due to the fact that some of our members/attenders lack computers or smart phones, we have not adopted Zoom-type meetings. Initially, we met “apart-but-together” by silently worshiping in our own homes during our normal Sunday meeting time. However, as the pandemic wore on and local weather improved, we made the decision to tentatively begin meeting out of doors, with careful distancing and masking requirements in place. Many of our members/attenders chose to continue worshiping from home, and many have joined the out-of-doors meetings. Weather sometimes prevents these meetings, but we gather in this manner when we are able and feel individually called to do so.
Our traditional pattern for silent worship is as follows: prior to Sunday worship, the Clerk selects a query which is emailed to those members/attenders who have email access. At Sunday worship, the clerk reads this query aloud, and we then join in silent worship for about 45 minutes. Following silent worship, we all introduce ourselves, state where we’re from, and verbalize any thoughts or messages that did not rise to the level of vocal ministry during silent worship. As those present feel led, we often engage in rewarding discussions, usually revolving around the query, but also sometimes leading into other topics as well. Prayer requests are verbalized at this time, and any brief announcements can be made. When we feel the sense that the meeting has reached its natural conclusion, we do a “virtual joining of hands” by reaching out to each other.
Although meeting outside has many challenges, and isn’t always all that comfortable, Spirit has blessed us with numerous unexpected joys from being present in nature during worship.
We have been blessed this year by generous donations from loving benefactors, which will allow us to continue to make donations to Quaker and local organizations.
We have joyfully welcomed two new members this year, so that we now have seven official members. Although attendance varies from week to week due to weather conditions here on the coast, we continue to have good attendance at many meetings when the weather isn’t too daunting. In good weather conditions we average 15-20 people in attendance.
Due to pandemic concerns, we do not have an official “social hour” following meetings, and aren’t typically providing tea and snacks at this time. However, our Hospitality officer baked delicious cookies for us to enjoy in celebration of our new members, which she provided to us in individual bags to be COVID-safe.
We are always grateful for the good attendance at our Meetings for Business, and the thoughtful input that is provided. Our Clerk has expressed her gratitude to all members and attenders for their support and kind thoughts as she have taken on the role of Clerk, and to the members who have previously served as Clerks, for the guidance they have provided as she has learned this role.
In spite of the challenges of the pandemic, and of holding meetings out of doors in a very changeable climate, we continue to have very deep and sustaining worship. Our ability to worship together, whether we are actually together or “together-but-apart”, is more important than ever as we all try to navigate these times. We all feel sustained and strengthened by each other, and by the Light that we all feel shining on us, even in seemingly dark days.
