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Twenty-twenty was the year of COVID-19, masks, 6-foot spaces, isolation, loneliness, fear, George Floyd’s murder, anger, protests, the west coast on fire, and an election that many would not accept.  Nothing will balance these awful circumstances.  However, it was also the year of using a new technology; centering in stillness and feeling connections though we are not in the same room; everyone being able to hear a speaker; giving to a good organization the money we would have spent on dinner out or a vacation; rising awareness of systemic racism; knowing there were birds singing in the blue skies over Beijing; learning just how valuable a hug is, and, when all smiles are hidden, we learned to look more deeply at the eyes.  
We miss each other and the old, known ways – the casual comradery over coffee; those Friends who do not participate by Zoom; the children buzzing about us; the joyful, worshipful, full-throated singing together; and so many handshakes and hugs.
With all that changed, there were constants, too: meetings for worship and for business; regular committee meetings; clearness committees; new attenders to get to know; holding each other in the Light; keeping up the meetinghouse and grounds: and responding to international, national and local events.  We saw, read, learned, discussed and made statements, but we did not stop until we had a plan that would bring us to action – a plan to address and dismantle racism.  
But Spirit seemed to be pulling us inward this year; we were deeply concerned for the health and well-being of each member and visitor.  Our introductions deepened immediately last March from just saying our names to telling what is happening in our lives, how we are coping, what we are struggling with, and what has brought us joy.  The 98th birthday of a member was celebrated with a drive-by parade of well-wishers. We hosted nationwide Meetings for Sufferings in January to hold in the light all the people of our nation, providing a spiritual space for individuals of varying views to join together to worship around a single concern. One member bought a home for the chronically mentally ill and another is on the verge of opening a health clinic in her home village in Nigeria.
The circumstances of this year have uncovered or even magnified false assumptions and painful divisions in our meeting; tech savvy and tech traumatized; willing to use Zoom and not; eager for vaccination and hesitant; Republican and Democrat.  We have not adequately addressed these strains and look to ourselves and Spirit for solutions. 
Finding a permanent solution for the hearing impaired has been postponed since Zoom meetings allow each individual to adjust volume as they needed.  Welcoming guests was easier since we saw everyone’s face as we introduced ourselves.  We also have two chat or study sessions each week that study issues and organizations, make recommendations to meeting, and build community.  As we face unanticipated complications, we encourage each other to accept new challenges by trusting that where way opens there will be gentle guidance and tender support. As Bayard Rustin points out, “What God requires of us is that we not stop trying.” Trying is necessary in this time so full of imperfections.
There are ways in which we are changed forever, and the changes will continue.  What has not changed is the Light we seek and our corporate unity in doing so.  All of our practices give us courage and confidence to boldly move forward and firmly stand still. The Meeting is a resting place for Friends who are struggling by providing community and continuity.  The Sunday after her mother died one Friend came to MFW to be with her spiritual family rather than stay with her relatives.  Such is the sense of belonging and being nurtured.
We wish that we could provide this experience to more people.



